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Abstract

This article looks at the lifestyle and the residential architecture
of Ban Pla Khao community in Amnat Charoen province in the past
two decades (around 2540-2560 BE) in which Thailand has diversified
domestically, socially, and politically while the world’s economies
have changed simultaneously. Changes to communications technology
including data transmission (IT Globalization) have made it easier for
people to learn and transfer data without boundaries.

It was found that economic factors are obviously an important
influence on the Ban Pla Khao community’s lifestyle including changes
to their careers. Primarily, the Ban Pla Khao community comprised of
agriculturists and farmers. Over time more and more of them have left
the agricultural sector, heading towards the capital city or other big
cities. Most of the younger generation have abandoned agricultural work
and now do other things for a living instead, owing to low agricultural
commaodity prices and natural disasters. Therefore the Ban Pla Khao
people have had to earn money from other kinds of work to be able
to sufficiently support their families and way of life.

In addition, economic factors have affected the residential
architecture both directly and indirectly by causing changes to areas
such as residential design, construction materials, and internal residential
areas. Lots of changes in several aspects in the Ban Pla Khao community
and other northeastern localities have affected the long-inherited
principles, beliefs, customs, traditions, and cultures substantially.

Keywords: Lifestyle, Architecture, Principle, Belief, Globalization
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