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The Origin of Phra That Phanom Replica
Concept
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Abstract

The idea to create Phra That Phanom replicas was first formed by
Viceroy Sakdipholseph largely out of his faith in Buddhism. However, the
first Phra That Phanom replica was built by King Pinklao based on his
interest in the Lao Lan Chang district of Siam and his protection of it from
Western Imperialism. Later, Prince Damrong Rajanubhab implemented
the idea because he saw that the left side of the Mekong River was
under French colonial rule, while the right side of Mekong River, or the
Isan region of Siam, was at risk of being colonized. So the first group
of Phra That Phanom replicas were built in the region. The purpose
of these replicas was to unite the people in the Mekong area of Siam
using their faith in Phra That Phanom, and to send signals to the main
colonial powers that this territory belonged to Siam. Phra That Phanom
replicas have since been widely built.

Keywords: Phra That Phanom, Phra That Phanom Replica, Replica Concept
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