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Abstract

The log coffin culture in Pang Mapha dates from 2,600-1,000 years
ago and represents the mortuary symbolism in the Iron Age highland
population. These mortuary rituals are similar to those found in Chiang
Mai and Kanchanaburi. The archaeological evidence shows the unique
features of mortuary practice in comparison to other Iron Age sites in
Thailand. In particular, the evidence shows the primary and secondary
burials in which the log coffins were laid down instead of being placed
underground and the remains intentionally placed inside caves or
rock shelters. This implies the importance of mortuary rituals in this
particular culture and can be seen in the coffin making processes: tree
selection and procurement, the coffin preparation and manufacturing,
the crafting and decorating of the coffin head and body. Thus far, 12
styles of coffin head designs have been identified. The evidence of
log coffins and decorated teeth imply that craft specialization already
existed in these societies.

This paper attempts to present a) a conceptual framework of
social typology and craft specialization using cross-cultural comparative
studies to correlate archaeological records, and b) a brief survey of
the body of knowledge of log coffin culture and c) a syntheses of the
archaeological evidence from the research project in highland Pang
Mapha in order to examine the social aspects of the log coffin culture
on craft specialization.
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