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Archaeology of Bronze in Prehistory of Thailand
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Abstract

This article represents an attempt to disseminate knowledge
on the production and use of bronze during the prehistoric period
in Thailand and is divided into 3 parts; namely, 1. Introduction, 2.
Bronze manufacturing and use in prehistoric Thailand, 3. The impact of
metallurgical development on past human society and culture.

The studies focus on the relationship between the development
of metallurgical technology and ancient culture in various parts of the
world which suggest that the development, in most cases, is related
to the emergence of complex society and culture. In the case of
Thailand, although there is still not much study specifically designed
for the elucidation of the relationship, there is some archaeological
evidence which suggests that the development of metallurgy was one
of the major factors which shaped the cultural changes during the late
prehistoric period of Thailand.
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Laivosndn 9,000 U 1udd Ineuywdlaumeanssssuyf (native
copper) yla (9 Cambel, 1974; Smith, 1969; France-Lanord and
Contenson, 1973; Muhly, 1981) 131 aaulumsnzdantl iWulaneh
AATLLNIAENTEUIUNTNNETTUYIR UYWIaILTOLENUEZAIULAN
AsveslanzneassINIRsananiulalaediy JamsasauTm
NOIUAIETIHIRNYINTUAwRWingY TaiuiilaerwiBnsnuuasi
A a v ag v A ] -y v
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saun lugaenow 7,000 Tuwadlduindn uywdizudnla
NILUIUNTNANTNYIINNBILAITITUIIAMELTIN M@oY (melting)
Warviae (casting) 13eIUsTAULAZETIBIWIALGN NTFUNSITUTOULAS
flawnaneUseivdasugnuaniuu wasiludwesifausiaanisuinay
ANUABINITINgNYIMIENesLasiaiuiInTulunaisief
d! s 5 1 % (74 1 | ¥ @
11 Fauywdausadeysyanalaidosndn 7,000 Yuudd Aaunsaneu
auoInNfeIN1sils Inemuwalulagnisogdlans (smelting) Yu
11 (9 Muhly, 1981; Munchajev and Merpert, 1977) mmﬂuﬂizmu
nadlaneusenaumenisidauiousasuisemaaininluwe
= a Ya ' Y
nauiveduulduninesuns (copper ores) Tmtulanenauns
(metallic copper) mmmsauﬂwaauLLamaaLUmmma6] il
nsldmeun et e snn iwmuﬂiﬂamiwamawaqlmm
THuaziedosseauifsudnuaisine luvannnanedsauuas Sansssy
AIUTTIUYIFUN SnewasiniinegSauiusglaveduaiy
¥ usswidinnuduegiunesundanes laun Ju aend onsieiia
wian dengd wasunensaniinyneae Ml vlnuasUsNNTeIs 19NN
Uuaug Tuliuiueu JuegiunssuiunsinlaysssuyIRTouwnas
WIWAAZ LY
¥ d' ! 1 v a ! d' v d' = o Y1
MIELVA LA OUALINIILITIN B agmeiliad Jailiang
langanunsadunaiiuaaautinuandrsiulivemewnsiingtesn
UIINUITNUIINUARIANE AU FINNIAINITONTIVAOULAZYINADY
uAnAudanudiladussunsnduussidanfedadenvinla
~ wa | | v a a a a
nosunslinaaudRasuly dwaliiiansaslaiiuyIinausaivae
Timeundinuantfudaty wazidnsinunnUudug sonliuin
fgn AnusaudilakarauansadauUasaaURvemawad
wull IihludnsfndusazUssRvglansnanvomend (copper
alloys) 7u Tutanseun
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Tangnanszvitmeaunsuazensiedn wiofi3unindrin
9151wilA (arsenical bronze) daLdulavignanvomeuniwiausni
uywdadlavszAustunldunuilansvesunsuiqnidouesn 5,000-
6,000 Uuaa () Charles, 1967) Wt lavenayiiinnundania
yoaLAwun aunsalivheysuazinieadloldaeeiiraumuniusie
LsnsEMUNsEUMNlFFnImesuAsUIans

TupzYuponnansiy adovesnslddnin Bronze Age) Buiu
faudlaidosnin 5600 Yaudr wdsantaliuy dauiivszneu
Tufedsernsuiandurudusingg wiefiBunindinuuuusy (state)
wisnuaslandldusngiunlufusaudendn Seirensiinenan
Snsulalvmdletudiosn 5,500 Yanudrtues ogrslsinng nns
UsghugAnAudiaiuiate Jannefdansnaussninmeiniuas
aun Tugrenaunii 4,000 Yuwdnantee nduifutladendniig
TN SwaENSU18AI0IN T AL TNDILAIUALNTHEN
yesuAsITiUgRAINTI 1A aneliAnnsiamneTetnees
nsfadenaniUdsudunefiniendimdudelunniedeuthouas
nazeTmesuasLariyn S Ui Anyneg idesnisdiFauii
\n3esiloltany 9175 uaziATeaUsEAU

nsviuagldasaluganaudssinaans
vasuszndlng
mspuaimslunaeaftusulunalannssululszmelng
fu IFsuaualanas i wnnvdmnmynduuadusmnd
TunuAn 8. 9384 3. Yauunu (Solheim 1967, 1968, 1970 ; Bayard
1970, 1971, 1972, 1977, 1979) LALWAAILUSIUARUIULTYY B.
MBI 2. 9A5571 (Mans19138 Ju 8gF 2515; Gorman and
Charoenwongsa, 1967; Charoenwongsa ,1983; White, 1982, 1986)
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Faduuvaslununivinusesses fausssuganoulsy Smansadior
Td3nsunsnvastssmelng Jagiuldnuwnadusmunidniuiayy
wislumany fusenidsaviiovesszmalnefiiansssudieiu vie
duiudiutanssauiluuunmuasiudes

ns@nsmdngrunsluruefiisidestuiausssunay
Tumalannssuildnanmsyaduiiuvaslunaailuuunmuasi
Fes Hrglianunsaaguning g Lo nmslannssuganoulseifeans
Ftudsasusulnenslddsadiotianaszana 3,500-4,000 Ju
W& WIRNTsEWINes N 2,700-2,500 Tanuda Sasuldingn

wialulagnisvindinganauyszifaans

nsfnuduaiiiseanslflavsasislusalulsemealnefid
wntu Grelimundngusansdafounndunouresnssuiunisi
d3nganoulsy TRmans GeagUlased

ASTURADILINDIUAY

Tuuszndlnetagiu nuundsusveaunsiisessesnisi
wiledluganouvssfimansrsluniansTueendsaniouaznin
nang Imdumﬂmzi’uaaﬂLammﬁawuﬁgiﬁu 9. §9AY 9. BUBIANY
(Pigott and Natapintu, 1988; Pigott, 1985; Natapintu, 1988) gl
manans woluiudidumansedunsd wa 0. Tandlse wes . Wlos
q. a‘wy‘% (Pigott and Natapintu 1988; Natapintu, 1988; Bennett, 1988)

widlaausnasuasadslusialunianziuesnileanile

Qlau 8. daAw 9. nUBIANY L‘fJuQLmﬁﬁﬁaﬁaamﬁamazmsﬁw
willpausnewnsalislusiausingegdaiau

msenwmslunanifiuvaaniieusnesuasganoulsy Ia
ﬂw&m%ﬁgié’uﬁwLﬁumﬂ@Eﬂmmﬁimﬂmiaw’imaﬂumzwmivm
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(Thailand Archaeometallurgy Project) Tusziing w.a. 2527—2528
(9 Pigott and Natapmtu 1988 P|gott and Weisgerber, 1998) GzN
Tawuin & mamqmumﬂwuwmL’memaqiaamiLmamLayLLmLLi %4
1S6A “mumwmsﬁummm”(Pottery Flat) uu LLammﬂﬁmﬁumﬁ
Vl”]L‘ViZLIENLL’iV]ENLLG]W]ﬂIauﬂNLL’iﬂG] fuoaSuTudusisatarsse
# 2 neudns1vaLis (second millennium BCE.) pglsinu fide
Fneduasiuiiudues Fafnmnmayausdu Fuautudutumn
i1 10 1w FeeradululdhnsSugauimeunsiiundst o103
Fuinreuszevaiangn Tngenadutudusiriiisuiinislddse
afausng TunansSusenidoanievesUsamdlng Welddosnin
577 3,500-4,000 Jaudr AduUld wenani wé’ﬂgmmmmdaﬁé’q
el msviunilemesunstasisenluatendey Weussunmunse
n&searaIsTudl 1 deudnsvaniayiae (second half of the first
millennium BCE.)
sUs9T09glINAINN AL T madianisinimilosagig
Wee 2 52U naIfe Nsvimilasiuusng 19 “weilluyaus” (mining
maul) ¥naniiunsndeuusituunlwg glueAIINMIVINmiloRedl
Suarreudienan niideudnateu AunTnanuiilesfouruin
Imgﬁﬁi'aﬁaaﬂﬂii%'qwué’ﬂwmznu/ﬂizme]ummzmwﬁﬂmaﬁgq
2 4t Wmududwnuann duegiluludumsiiuanmsviinies
Fetudundngruaduayueruded dunsiinilemeunsluade
y&aq ihazldiaiessloman il lusdanmsvimiestidnwazuay
617 genvaulaznIu Tunaeiimns wlelinddsesseeifumaen
fudyy Tugludunsuisdlisossesdn adnesauaumanainusing
og dulluglen iusesnniniesdlomaniliyaus
mwmﬁuﬁﬂ‘[é’ué’ﬂﬁwuLﬂwLﬁ'maamLazmeaw zd3n 10u
viaﬂ%mu,amammwaamswummuma ANER31971358 William
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Vernon daifugsimnuvedlassmslunalanive ladnwiewi
FusnildannmsyaduuTnuaumsaTuzAuETesldY Lazwy
ok mw‘lamﬁamagﬁﬁﬂmaammﬁﬂﬁ?uﬁﬁgaﬁLﬂumaaLLmaﬁﬁﬁmma
(native copper) 13 (tin-bronze) LLaﬂauzau‘ﬂ (metallic tin) L&A
ok mmﬁmmammﬁg‘lﬁuﬁu Fuiusiunndnd 3n wasanmilesd
plduannsaidedeldsufynuniitendnd3nme

willaasneauasadelusialunianang

399508 vRunloLInesuasatelusialuninnaisvey
Uszindlneiiy lanvegsdaauuugiun 4 @Jﬂiwﬁuﬁémwna
W53uUN$ (9 Natapintu 1988, : 115) ﬁauﬁaélumm 2. landlsaay
9. 199 2. any3 laun

1. wviuae 0. landnlse 9. anys wiriuanedugiuigniany
agsunuunmaledu lngegvinganda e. Wesanyslunuauunmalesu
Uszanas 15 Alawns nd1 20 Ykuanudaiiy Lﬁmﬁumwﬂuﬁﬁé’ﬂ
fuinduunausvdniiddyuimiwesdssmelng

pg1alsinm Tu w.e. 2528 UnlusiuARLAaNTIaNUI wonan
wviuanedunrasusmanvesruatetaguuuds duneiluwaauns
notnsazLImanvasauatelusauilotuiug Juuddnae

vanguinanaiiinsviviesusveuasaelusuiui
aneldun sessesveaniiomaosdaidnuasiduglusdfiyaiduiinis
Sanglumumeusnesuns fossosvesmevininiost wuoguitand
ADULNY NI TIUANBAUTALKLD

uoNINIITOTeIniosUasInd Tuusnamuiauniedsls
wureuiusaiinaefounisessesmsldmudunsiudmivnuuas
YA LLamqiﬁLﬁudﬂﬂﬂiﬁﬂLwﬁaqLLi'V]ENLLmﬂ%QLLiﬂG] fiuaneea
awiintuludefigslifinslfindosiomanlunisyaus wionanlu
Snevilaffetanulululiinsimileusveunsiiiwiuaing
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SuluReudganeulsyTRmansatodnvesnianansusemelneds
1919317 3,500-2,700 Usie wazthazBunilslunmasfiunveaus
ynpaunsfinugaieulsy IRmansiluyhnisaqeiuinaluummie
FafuundngmeunseaneulsyIimansioginaniviiuaeg
lunefimng Tueanuszua 7 Alawms

2. 19MA1 9.1i89 3. any3 wanateglulnvesgudnisiuy
IMITUN 2. aNYT F99508UINTImMT BTN uAdaialus U
WINANALAQINARINNTYAUTBENIURE 5 WAt warllTads08nI13vih
wilsaUadnyazdunguuazilusassnimuwuiasnsdnranaums
nszagoLuLLaANgNT

witosglusduuwaduiidnuazadiod Svuianiilg
niileadesiuviuame wilsunsdnveuvilosunawiaisnuas
LisuBoy wansvivdiugusneenluidufoumdsumilouniwes
witesfignualaensliiaiesiiomsn dnvasmaniadiuniious
mammﬁiLﬁuaguiuumwﬂ’ﬂu{]ﬁ]fqﬁuﬁu vduendumiieansves
aulunaadofldivanud egrdlsinu Sanudulldnniinisi
wiloausuumenausngTusausiadeituinisqausmoauasly
mananaidlereunthasiomdn famuiuvangmesuasuusng lu
npnaveslsemelne duldun unadusaeiluulmmeuasima
Tunaefgrafuidaiunedy G?aaguiﬁl,%mmwm uazaduumas
WLINBIAINVINATLUDAS

3. WINTEAUAVINLA 9. 109 9. anys auanuluasuds
wnsznasazivruaadugngnifiedty egsuauunvalesy 1
AUMUII9INGT 3. anyTuseana 10 Alaluns

wusossosvenmilemaanil 3 Unnuuginil Jossoei
‘Ui’]ﬂ{]L‘iﬁﬁ@@@jﬂﬂ%’j’m’ﬁﬁ’]Lﬁﬁ@dLLiﬁLméﬂﬁlﬂmLUUL‘MﬁENL‘TJﬂ 913
fywanidinileanineuseanu 50-100 wns e17UsENIM 100 11T
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4. sz mdey .1iled 2. any3 winssumides agluwm
noslu 2 8. Liloq 2. any3 Unssalingveensuninensssallad1sia
WU Quugniluunausveunuasiisessosn1sinindousing

Usngeg 2 usian sail

a P o < = a ) }

Ui 1 - Idnvaziluvileaule 1999508015YAWT
n3rdnNTEANEAgUIUNIeUsEaNM 80 LuRs 819U 130 LAT

U3l 2 - dsesseen1syausilunauninesm 2 wes 17
Uszanad 10 wns ankitdesndt 3 wns 311U 2 vigy

TUUIIAIUAAILTNDILAILNEIR1IE TULAUNUNUTIUN
WITIUNIUY [ mauazivviuaneaziluwrasddeyiian

ol wnawsAyniinezluingivlunisndndisnganau
Uszihmansuu Adsluiluiinsvuddadn ddeduiuvgiuin uwas

1 Y A a Y L3 [ a
wshuntnalesdesdunil Tuasisasguseusulaesernvua
Id 13! 1A 1 wa & ¥ 1o ra
praduniisluussnunasiunenouyseifenansils uwidsliiing
= Y 4 & F oo & P

nsAnwmslusaeRsudulusestl wenanil dadianudulula
AunudunldiuluadvdsavesUszwmelnetiu o1aldanunassiun
LaUNANANNTBIUsEWALMEY ABLAU 2. 1UYT NEYIUS kargvipsil
2 & vy o & 1% = a o A A &
Adulula nediiulaainnisiisiegsniumiiesfiunuauilieny
YNUAUTATNLVEUIAYNTaNEUNAT UNsuasganuseliowmdnuas
WA YULEIAToUBTATNIYAN UL VAU IUARUIUABUANYS
9. NUUNIY 2. NYIUYT Fanmumeiglasn 300 Uneudnsivandsy
(Glover, 1989)

N13ARINBIUAT

azdunieafunsngmensluganeulss iimanived
Useinalvedu Suduiitanuiudesnanmsfunuuasnisyndy
widsngaveswaslunauivansedund 2. anys lasanislusu
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Tavineludszmalyne Fudulasenisifesmseninansu@ating
yosUszmalnsAuiRsSuTunIneasresunTInedunudaLaie
Uszinmanszeiini Ifdnwiundsiifetesiunisngmesungyn
roulsyTamansluiuiitdus we. 2529 wavldsiiunmsseiios
1dnuansd

uwndsnaaesuatganoulsy Simansinulufiuiinauing
wsEdumstuTivansumas (Natapintu, 1988: 114) iU duunas
Tngjuaziauddalduauaduudnmme wasundssrafuinga
Auue (Pigott and Natapintu 1988 ; Natapintu 1988, 1991)

wiaslusuaaluudmneg egluntiumelds e landnlss
. aNY3 Shwarwraaduiunnaiofiuszana 50,000 Ms1ens
%aﬁ%umaﬁaqmﬁaﬁw%a%zmﬂmiaqwmLLmﬁuamﬁ’meaﬁa
Usedned 2 1wns

U‘%mmummamaﬁa@mﬁaﬁq W30V INNITOGINDIULAY
Sruauammatiy U38NaUAILAENIUIINNITNAMBIAY (copper
smelting slag) WiuWtn 2 Fudsznuiy (bivalve moulds) ¥
MEAUET HUITURAUNIFUNTIEELAENTINTIY (cup and coninal
moulds) dniunaenaulaneNesias (copper ingots) LABLUIALLAN
(ceramic crucible) dm3unganaIung “a< uiunuaglinuinglane
e uandbidiuitlugsatedt 2 § Tuutmgldwaunduduumds
qmamnssumsmﬁmwaqLmﬁzﬁﬂmgﬁﬁ'}msmﬁmLﬁaﬂszmwia VR
uanasufefuyusuay

MeliTenen fuasimwtnogmouaiilay Anna Bennett
(1988) wazlasnantmos William Rostoker wagmus (Rostoker,
Pigott and Dvorek, 1989) vilins1uimAtinNIsoqmaLasyanau
s TRmansvesusemalneitunaziismslasagussd
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190590 UAglITTUINBWAT 2 Vil AD wINBIAIYn
Falnduazusnounoantennauiu udrussgadhudifumgae
NIINTEUBN VUAGIUTEU 20 LuRlung idurAugnasvaaln
Uszanay 15-25 wudwns 1WiAnugsendng 200-1,200 anuaen
a = £ | =3 a 13 . @ d‘l’
wudlung onlinsldusinanvlaeulnd(Hematite) {Juirengs
(Flux) nsaaensldizaul uasisdlinamgigedissn 1,000-1,200
pImwadya Faamgliuazaninussenalunadinazyiliiinug
NSUIMNAATIVBIUINDIAL LAZNITLUNFIVDIT W LAYENDIUAIBDNI
NG WBUY wAWReNIMAIILAgA N WTa NN Tuvaeisiunsnuy
waesInuanuane ivaeumairudinuluseniuaesegivioseiu
YDINDILAILLDININAANUAITUNIZHINIT LIDNISVADULAAILAY
manasludiintuegvauysaindd ¥13senidieanainnadin wam
N SunasNmaINaeyegIviuUNTant el aullewiouwitunas
NDIAIAITUNATURLNAINTUNEDADUNDILAL UEIINNDILAEY
WALLIIEILEY F9eannLURiLd Feaunsathluldvasunazvas
& a P Y]
Wudweswmuaoansiasell
winiluudvmedaslanuudinifuend wiundeingiena
& a = v ) ~ A ~ < v A ~
Judweaaiedld W Fgnas viseinTosdiavunadntn usdlanIey
WEUAUUSUN UL ANAUDILUNUNALR gﬂﬁawmmﬁmazgﬂﬁw
2 <@ Y a a v [ 5 = a I 2 1
NFINTIULAL Wil ITUSunadaeun deu efianuduldlnagna

a

BIIHANGAAN VD ILNAAENTTUNTNEANDIATTLLU BT
fifie Aounsawnsuindnyg BaazluruinuasjUsediasainee
« @ 'y 0 U d' £ v g S o <
s ussylufiuvie” dwmsuinfoudngluds “nain” Bnviadionadu
AudnvuzBes wgReNT “InUsuna” newndliladndiuiign
aodlunisnauiuiun vsenauiuaunuaznzmlun1sid3adnme
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walan151iInganIn

Tumslanine1du “d15a” (Bronze) nunedlansnauii
yosunadudrunaumdnuasdityniinndansdlaifuadlunauogius
1 wWesiuduluudunauses udlaeiluiu ddndidanaus
mnzavdmsuldviaiesiordeslaziifynnanogsn 10-15%

Tnndr3nganoulsyiRmanfadodafinuainnisyaduly
Usandlvety @nlnajasfunieseiuussamilateiiouarde
Wi duesesdioldassfitng Ussneusdeuseinmeneg wu luven
Wvu Fgnes wennigaiiiannuan Sanulslunntin

nsvde Tngddngareulsy SHenanslulssmalneduiiia
wngUiedne dudnduilumedmsumlansuasuiiuyivin 2 Fu
Usgnuriu (bivalve mould) {Wugunsalddiy

AER3197138 C. S. Smith (1973: 28) LAsAn I UIAUKNIE 15U
viaeud 3ariyaRunUuaduaafluuuam uazaguliin nsli
arwdoulumanaoudiiaty 1938aulvaquituthiflansussqey
wsoenlaldislanusouInaAIUUY

wifinrieinaestulsyneuiu whinuudrlulsemelnetu 3
Haivagnefuneuazaum Tnswifuiiinuluniany Susenides
wilovestszmalvasinanfiunse Tuvaesiiuifiniiinuluna
nanetudulnee U

anludumafinnmsinadediaredduaziniosseiudise
fu annsoaguldnaaiasziiagdiaiifdnisnisiliug,
vaneau Tnsnizialnseidisafinuanunasdfglunianeu
p9nAende WU U1ule (Stech Wheeler and Maddin, 1976;
Stech and Maddin, 1988) Tuuuny (Smith, 1973 ; Pittioni, 1970;
Selimkhanov, 1979; Stech Wheeler and Maddin, 1976 ; Rajpitak,
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