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Abstract

The Pusyagiri Inscription can be dated to around the 8th - 9th
century and is currently displayed at the U-thong National Museum.
The inscription is a short message or “Pusyagiri” referring to the “Pusya”
mountain in a Brahmanist tale which explains that the Pusyagiri is the
garden of Varuna. However, in the Jambudvipa, the “Pusyagiri” refers
to 2 holy mountains as follows:

1. The holy hill in Nagarjunakonda, Andhra Pradesh

2. The holy hill in Orissa

As suggested by multiple pieces of evidence, it can be inferred that
the Pusyagiri Inscription found at Muang (City) U-thong is the Pusyagiri
(Hill) from U-thong. The evidence also shows that the Pusyagiri can
refer to a large imitative mountain which is similar to Muang U-thong.
In addition, within the area, there are many important Dvaravati sites
and an immense amount of artifacts and evidence from archaeological
excavations in this area. The causes and reasons that lead us to believe
that the imitative mountain is the holy hill of Muang U-thong are:

1. The mountain was reproduced very well in order to represent
a landmark for people to reach.

2. According to ancient beliefs, guardian spirits dwelled in the
mountains or the hills which is a common local belief in Southeast Asia.

Despite the fact that Muang U-thong lost its significance after the
10th century, the hill was still considered holy according to the base of
a bell shaped stupa which is related to the surrounding stupas in Wat
Phra Si Sanphet in Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya dating back to around the
16th century. It is unclear when the imitative hill was abandoned but
it can be assumed that the hill was abandoned in at least the early
Rattanakosin period.

Keywords: Pusyagiri, Muang U-thong
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