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King Mongkut and the realistic cosmological idea
at the main stupa of Wat Bavornnivet
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Abstract

During the years under the reign of King Mongkut, the sciences and
technologies of the western world were rapidly evolving thanks to the
Industrial Revolution in 18th century. King Mongkut of Siam was a great
visionary and His Hishness was aware of the necessity of adaptation to
the arriving global changes. He knew that the changes to his country, in
respect to both technology and social administration, were inevitable.
Even in the religious realm, His Highness reformed the secular Buddhism
of Siam into a new religion dedicated to the pure doctrines of the Buddha
and abolished the profane practices.

The main stupa of Wat Bavornnivet was a suitable example of
this reformation. It exemplified the integration of modern world view
and the indigenous beliefs of the Thai people. The animal sculptures
around the four corners of the sacred pond, Anotatta, and also those
which encircled the sacred Mount Meru, which was believed to be
the centre of the universe, were replaced with new set of sculptures
containing a new symbolic meaning. The lion represented the British
Royal House; the horse represented the French power; the eagle
represented the democratic world of the United States; and finally
the elephant represented the Lan Chang Kingdom (with an ear of grain
representing the Lanna Kingdom) -- all of these connotations were the
signs of a paradigm shift from old beliefs of Triphum, which literally
means the three realms: earth, heaven, and hell, into the imperialist
mindset. At the same time, the Main Stupa signified the idea, at the
time, of the centricity of Buddhism and from the Stupa itself another
conclusion can be drawn, the Declaration of Siam over the infidels as
well as its underlings.
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Ul 9 515z msEase Prince of Wales
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;J‘tlJﬁlo Coat of Arms of the United Kingdom
(i : hittp://en.wikipedia.ore/wiki/File:Coat_of Arms_of the United Kingdom (1837-
1952).svg)

Damrong 199“%@

Journal of the Faculty of Archaeology



JUN 11 wiSeny 2 i vesanigowisni a.a. 1864
(#1411 - www.coincommunity.com/us_two_cents)

g“llJ‘ﬁl 13 W38y Seated liberty dollar
(#411 : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seated Liberty dollar)

200 | woo A15979¥1015
’maTaﬂwwmmmﬁmmi ﬂmdm?mﬂﬁ



SUN 12 Usensuun SUN 14 Useasusin

p o 0L p o N

(#wn : Taurstiaeing, w1 : Tauastneing,
a&mmwwszwﬁéﬁ'ﬂmsﬁnﬂ%mi 59.) asg]ﬂmwwszLﬂﬁé’“&'ﬂuq‘zﬁvm"mws, 59.)

Damrong 201 ‘bo@

Journal of the Faculty of Archaeology




iﬂw 15 sﬂw 16

msmsvmmvaaﬂws“LmuIULaﬂuw 3 W's“LmuIULaﬂuw 3 y54fio Hand of justice
(@1 : In3gned wnn, suenwdvniad 4 @ (un : Insgnd uiwn, ayaniwieniadi 4 ;
IngAnazlanavessaulnduns 'anmu,axiammjaqsﬂuinaum

Tusau 150 U, 304.) Tusavu 150 U, 303.)

202 | wola A15979¥1015
’mmﬁ’muwmmmﬁmmi ﬁmxi‘uwmﬂa



gﬂ‘ﬁl 17 Hand of justice
(11 : Prince Michael of Greece, Crown jewels of Britain and Europe, 16.)
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