ARy anealuNuIUAUSEABIUNTTUTUD
TunssiedasATIvIYETR)

&N

Creature symbolism on the relic’s cabinets
at Issares Rajanusorn Mansion
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Abstract

After King Pinklao passed away in 1866, his brother, King Rama
IV adapted the central hall in Issares Rajanusorn Mansion, a two storey
western building in the Front Palace, to be an altar room and established
three carved wooden cabinets decorated with gold leaf to hold the royal
relics. The relic of King Pinklao was placed in the middle cabinet, King
Rama II’s relic was placed in the right hand side cabinet and Queen Sri
Suriyendra’s relic was placed in the left hand side cabinet.

On each of the cabinet’s doors were carved two creatures; two
dogs, two Garudas, and a Garuda with a lion. These creatures are the
symbols of day in the Astagraha and the 8 planets or 8 days in Thai
astrology. The Astagraha named the creatures as follows; Sunday-Garuda,
Monday-tiger, Tuesday-lion, Wednesday-dog, Wednesday night-elephant,
Thursday-mouse, Friday-soat and Saturday-Naga. The two creatures
on cabinet’s door are symbols of the day of birth and the day of death
of person as is widely understood under Thai astrology and the “Thai
Art of War”.

Keywords : Creature symbolism, Relic-established, Issares Rajanusorn Mansion the
Front Palace
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