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Abstract
The edict of the Pancha-Antaradhan
and the establishment of the pagoda
in the town of Nakornchum
by King Mahadharmaraja - Lithai of Sukhothai
IN B.E. 1900

The objective of this paper was to search for the purpose of
the existence of Pancha — Antaradhan, a concept devised by King
Mahadharmmaraja — Lithai of Sukhothai through the establishment of
an inscription together with a pagoda that contains the true holy relic
of Lord Buddha and also the planting of a holy papal tree (both came
from Sri Lanka) in the town of Nakorn — Chum (on the Ping riverside,
opposite the town of Kamphangphet) in B.E. 1900.

The result of this study provides us with information about
the area of Kamphaengphet Province which shows that the area has
very fertile land and that the area contains a high percentage of minerals,
especially iron ore. Moreover, the town of Kamphangphet was one of
the most important commercial towns in the Lower Ping and Wang
basin and the upper Chao Praya basin and that it dominated the
entire northwestern trade Route in Thailand. Therefore the town of
Kamphaengphet and its surrounding area was certainly one of the

most important and valuable regions in the Kingdom of Sukhothai
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and that King Mahadharmaraja-Lithai had a strong desire to keep this
region in his kingdom.

As such, King Mahadharmaraja-Lithai himself came to the
town of Nakorn — Chum to establish the pagoda containing the true
holy relic of Lord Buddha and also to plant a holy papal tree (both
from Sri Lanka) together with an inscription for an announcement of
his majestic, merit and also his legitimacy as the one true lord of this
region and Kingdom, inherited from King Ramkhamhaeng the Great.
So as such, all of elites and citizens in this region had to acknowledge
him as a “Dharmikaraja” who brought peace and prosperity to this
land. Finally, such an announcement, could permanently maintain his
authority in this region. All of the people in this region certainly respected
him as their savior. So this land remained in the Sukhothai Kingdom

without the need for war or without being occupied.
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