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During the construction of the temple it oc-
curred to King Chulalongkorn that the images of the
Buddha to be placed in it should be selected from
among numerous old and beautiful images made in
various countries at different periods, and should be
displayed in such a way that the public might acquire
a knowledge of Budadhist iconography. To this effect
King Chulalongkorn ordered that a gallery should be
erected in the temple, and entrusted me with the task
of collecting images of the Buddha of various styles, and

of arranging them in the gallery according to his desire.”®
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°® H.R.H. Prince Damrong Rajanubhab , “Wat Benchamabopit and its collection
of Images of the buddhha” Selected Article from The Siam Society Journal Vol |
1904-1929 (Bangkok : The Siam Society, 1954), 239-282.
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