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Abstract

Women’s Roles in Khmer Society and Culture as
Reflected in Folk Legend in the Story of

Yaai Yard and Yaai Pen

There are many dimensions to the roles of women in Khmer society
and culture, one of which can be observed from folk iegends and beliefs that
are the cultural products of the local society. The legend and beliefs about
the story of Yaai Pen and Yaai Yard are widely known among the Khmer
people. The influence of such beliefs is concretely evident from the rituals
that are stili being held nowadays, especially in the cities of Phnom Penh and
Pailin. The legend provides explanations for the origins of local communities
and places of significance.

The legend and beliefs in the story of Yaai Pen and Yaai Yard clearly
indicate the multi-faceted roles of Khmer women. For family roles, Khmer
women are expected to be responsible for the preparation of meals, clothing,
and housing care. For their social roles, the women are expected to monitor
and uphold social harmony and social disciplines. For their religious roles,
Khmer women have to support and promote Buddhism as weli as adhere to
traditional beliefs, white at the same time adopting some of the new religious
beliefs. Finally, for their environmental roles Khmer women, through their
religious beliefs, make significant contributions to the conservation of the

natural surroundings—trees, water sources and mountains.
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