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Abstract

Avadana . Faith in the Buddha.

The purpose of this article is to provide a report on a Study of the Plots
of the Fifty Avadanas, as detailed in Kshemendra's Avadana—Kalpalata. The
study employed the data contained within the Fifty Avadanas to conduct a
narrative analysis in terms of V.L. Propp’s Structure of Folktale Theory.

Although Jatakas and Avadanas are both Buddhist stories, they are not
exactly alike. Whereas the Pali Jatakas almost invariably describe the exemplary
cdnducts of the Buddha during his past existence, the Avadanas are generally
stories in which the Buddha relates the good and bad deeds of others,
posthumously. Most of these Avadanas were subposed to have originated
from the Buddha himself, during his mortal lifetime, however, there are a few
Avadanas which are told to. have originated after the Buddha’s Parinirvana and
in these tales faith in the Buddha, either previously and independently
acquired of acquired under the persuasive influence of the Buddha's
personality, plays a strong part.

The analysis shows that the Avadanas in Avadana-Kalpalata, in which
the Buddha acts as the witness and narrator, put a lot of emphasis on “faith’ as
the key element (‘function’ in Propps’ terminology) of the story, thus leading
to an audience with the Buddha. in other Avadana stories, which are supposed
to take place after Buddha transcends life, the key elements are (again); faith,
foliowed by observing the Buddhist dharma and obtaining good consequences

out of such observance.

It may be said that faith in Buddha is the key element of the Avadana
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stories, and that the desire to have an audience with the Buddha will naturally

follow. Even in post-Buddha Avadana stories the major characters, who have

obtained higher dharma, stili wish to have an audience with the Buddha. From

the above it is possible to conclude that the Avadanas, of the Buddhist sects
that have separated themselves from the Theravada Buddhist Sangha, put
more emphasis on faith in the Buddha than on the Buddhist dharma, They
do so because they are strongly convinced that faith-in Buddha will bring

superior transformation into their life,
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Abstract

Latest News from the North - Archaeology of Lanna

From the Pleistocene Ice Age to the Lanna Period i5 a welcome
addition to literature within the genres relating to archaeology and the history
of northern Thailand. It should be noted that books of this kind are comparatively
scarce and generally inaccessible within the public arena. It was thus especially
pleasing that the North Archaeological Centre, who published the book, put
in the effort required to help fill this gap. The work is a collection of research
articles (organized into six chapters) and three additional appendices. Each of
the six chapters has its own specific focus which leads to a certain tack of
thematic integrity within the book. Broadly speaking, the cultural history and
paleogeology of upper norithern Thailand is presented, ranging (iﬁ time) from :
the earliest occupation of hominids to the initial urban settlements, New '
archaeological and geo-archaeological date, as well as reinterpretations of
old data; is presented. The book: is well iliustrated with_photos and I'd
feoommend it for a wide range of readers including professional archaeologists

and historians, along with people generally interested fn-archaeology and / or

ancient northern Thai history. -




