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Abstract

Folk Beliefs in Modern Thai Society . a case study

of the Song ethnic group, in Nakhon Pathom Province.

Sltuation : Nowadays there are rapid changes taking place in many
areas of life including ; the economy, society, culture, the environment and
natural resource exploitation. These changes also affect an often neglected
area — ethnic groups and their traditional wisdoms. Sadly, the movement away
from the beliefs, traditons and ceremonies of these ethnic groups is often
overlooked. This case study focuses on this area and tries to answer éucéh
guestions as; What are the characteristics of the Song (ethnic group) folk
beliefs in modern Thai society? What frames these characteristics? How can '
~ we preserve, restore and develop these.cha'racteristics in-arder to irﬁprove
our 'quality of life in this historic time of great change?

Findings : This study fqund that regarding fundamental factors for
living; security, home, love, family bond, honor, happiness and success, most
Song fully accept and integrate modern science and technology along with
their traditional beliefs to best benefit their_daily lives. For example, they
embrace the efficiency and helpfulness of modem mactiines that improve their
daily rigmarole whilst simuitaneousty rhaintaining astrological superstitions and
beliefs in the power of ancestral ghpstg. Another'example of this balance is
the acceptance of modern medicine and healthcare élong with the use of their
traditional healing-methods. The Song hold the strong belief that money is -

power and can fulfill our desires, but manage to retain principles of merit,

charity and goodness — what you sow. in this lifetime you will reap in the next
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is an example of the Song belief in natural righteousness and balance.
Presently these beliefs are not formalized with a central doctrine, rather they
are maintained at individual and family level. This may be due, in part, fo the
Song people's current context of their integration and relianee on modern
society rather than complete ethnic independence — healthcare and consumer
products are examples. Nonetheless, the author suggests that the Song
shouid be encouraged to study their traditions in depth and use this khowiedge
as a tool for improving their quality of life, sustaining Song institutions and
holding back modernization. '

Recommendations : Social development agencies and organizations
should encourage the Song to collaboratively conduct studies into Song beliefs

and fraditions, concentrating follow—up research upon key findings. Furthermore,

this procéss of research into themseives could help them to realize the

importance of these beliefs and traditions, strengthening and preserving their

long term sustainability.
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