UNARLD

Usr@niise :
) 1 { o I (4
ATUBNLANIIN “@20a187 89 [NId50”

U ARl I nET LI lU MraN BuHId TzauYsadras1aany
. o . ' o Cew "
FANDUIAIN mmmmwaaﬂﬁmwmmmmaua"lma%auu“iri FINEHA

Liaamaimasalfidudrasdoniidauuasianrrsuaioainani lailln

aein@
PR ) . o o

Ungmauddrunldiduns@manenldnsd dsamiliasdr doamim
wae dramedlausy Usrsmitestay dmsmwuaiu Lmzﬂﬂmﬂwuu‘;"a
& a4 v & ' = ” P
navuaawulurdadzundiu-unsia ANYTNINNTAAITIEN 16-17

Py ! o o ' ~ -

WARN LA NNNSANEIRIARTBNEIREN LR asUT R I AU KL -
s . & o )
TRiAuilalseifudra g dadt

1. TugranidanudigyivFesfiadluedronn Aandayiduauis
finaziwaanwiafiadrumiadnaanudieiniludulug vuzifiaaziuannie
Aamunasanazdy biuaade

' . | a - w4 w ae L
2. magﬁanuﬂ’muﬂﬂLﬂmmJLsaagmumﬁnﬂlmmﬁmﬂ@lunﬁu
r 4 o o aw e as n
naEfe ﬂﬂmmJ's:mwmLﬂummsmﬂtynqwn‘lmummﬂnamam HIAILEE
[ 17 ' oo of
RPN Sl PRt L PRI
o s ) . & a - . @

3. mraaenaan ldudadanaiaznauiTunmy 09t IRANUAE TE UL

mssansuteldiiuwadned nanqfa Suntresanaatiduinldannin e
s a P & ° o = Y =

wmgiiafianszuauminFenindumioinem Wetsdndudasdunu
Usrgmaas i Iurasdamranitdiiinednee lduduasse




Abstract

Khmer Temples | The Unfinished Motifs

Many Khmer stone temples are decorated with magnificent, but
incomplete, motifs. The unfinished nature of these motifs can be viewed as a
reflection of their society and culture, in that time period. The selected temples
that | used as case studies are; Prasat Muang Tum, Prasat Ban Pluang,
Prasat Ta Muan Thom, Prasat Puey Noi, Prasat Phnomwan and Prasat
Pnnom Rung. All of these temples were built in the style of Baphuon—Angkok
Wat and date between the tenth and efeventh centuries.

The core results of my study are threefold :—

1. The craftsmen put a high significance on the direction that the
stonework faced. Front facing and eastern facing are the most important
sides, and these have completed decorations. The back and western facing
stonework is left unfinished, as these directions were deemed less important.

2. The craftsman ‘ranked’ the architecture as per levels of nobility, for
example, the main sanctuary is the most significant and highest ranked (the
most noble building) and this complex is completely decorated with the most
beautifu! decorations and motifs. No other building ranks so nobly, or received
such artisanship.

3. The unfinished motifs reflect both the quality of the craftsmen and
the associated management system. We can say that the quality detericrates
proportionately with the quantity of craftsmen associated with any particular

motif (many craftsmen working together can create magnificent motifs, but a

lesser number of craftsmen working in a specific area create lesser quality motifs).
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A process called ‘caravan work’ is when craftsmen are forced to abandon their

current motifs to work on a new site, thus leaving the previous motif incomplete.

This process of ‘caravan work’ was the root cause behind the deterioration in

quality of many motifs.
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