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Abstract
Ku and Mung: Thai Teenagers and Independence from

Prescriptive Language Usage

The language used by Thai teenagers nowadays reflects their
need to be independent from rules and regulations prescribed in
grammar books. As far as pronouns are concerned, ku and mung are
stigmatized as being “impolite” without any further explanation.
Teenagers want to communicate quickly, to activate group solidarity
and to help each other when trouble arises. Outsiders may judge the
language they use within the group or among themselves as “rough”
or “impolite”. Teenagers, on the other hand, do not consider the
language they use as impolite. For teenagers, the language they use
within their groups is a language of solidarity. It is more important and
meaningful to them than politeness.
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Situation First Person Second Person

9. Parent to child khaa (IGug)

10. Parent to child khaa caw

11. Parent to child khaa kee

12. Parent to child khaa en

13. Parent to child kuu en

14. Parent to son kuu myn

15. Child to parent ndu (kinship term)
27. Crude, among boys and men khaa en

28. Crude, among boys and men  kuu myn’

Richard B. Noss, Thai Reference Grammar, (Washington, D.C.: Foreign Service

Institute, 1964), 100-101.
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