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Abstract

The Influence of Hindu Brahmanism
in the Early Ratanakosin Period

The Thai 12 Royal Ceremonies wére influenced by Northern and
Southern Hindu Brahmanism. For example, Thalland’s Longsongsokan (Hair-
Cutting Ceremony) and Sraddha (Ancestral Off'ering Ceremony) were adapted
from Sanskar (Sacred Ceremonies) composed in the next Manudharmasastra by
Northem Hindu Brahrﬁans. Additionally, the Northem Indian festival Makar Sankranti
(Bathing Ceremony), which is performed in February, directly influenced Thailand’s
Songkran (Water Festival). Another influence is Dipavali (Festival of Lights), a
Hindu celebration in October or November, which in Thailand is calied Loy Krathong
(Floating Lamp Festival). Examples of influence from a Southern Indian festival
can be seen in the Thai Triyampavai-Tripava (Swinging 'Ceremony) and the
Coronation Ceremony.

Hindu Brahmanism also influenced Thai literature in the early Rattanakosin
pericd. There is a connection between the Hindu epic Kamban’s Ramayana
{Southern Ramayana) and Thailand’s Ramakirati, Other texts from Hindu
Brahmanism that have been used in Thai literature include Thevapang (God’s |
Postures), Naraisippang (Ten Incranations of Lord Vishnu) and other Southern
indian literature from the Sangam age, which is the period of the greatest
Southern Indian Buddhist and Jain Poet, Jain Poet 90A.D.*, such as Cindamani
(Precious Jewel) and Manimekhia. '

In conclusion, we noticed that the Southern Hindu Brahmanism had a
large influence than Northern Hindu Brahmanism over Thai ceremonies and

literature during the early Rattanakosin period.

* M.S. Pumalingam Pillai. Tamil Litearure. South India : Published by The Bibliotheca,
Munnirpallam, 1985, p. 112-127.




