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Abstract

Mughal Architecture at Lahore

Lahare, nowadays in Pakistan, was one of the most significant cities during the
reigns of Mughal emperors who controlled the Indian subcontinent in 16™ 17" centuries
A.D. During this epoch, because of royal patronage, a large number of palaces, mosques
and gardens had been built throughout the city.

The royal palace of Lahore, or Shahi Qila, composed of the red-sandstone
public throne hall and the white-marbled private throne hall beautified with inlay motifs,
represents the tradition of Mughal palaces comparable to those of Delhi and Agra.
Shalimar garden, one of the two existing gardens bearing the same name in Indian
subcontinent, is also one of the royal architectures in which the garden is incorporated.
The garden comprises an elongated waterway alternated with throne halls, pools and
fountains. The splendor of the garden is inspired by the Koranic version of the garden
of Eden.

Amongst the spectacular mosques dotted around the city, Wazir Khan Masjid
and Badshaht Masiid are the most significant. The former, constructed during the reign
of Shah Jahan, is prestigious for its marvelous decorations. It is composed of foliage-
motif tiles on the facade and embellished mural paintings inside. Two styles of Murganas
have been shown simultaneously, i.e. the typical Mughal ones and Persian-styled. The
latter, famous for its grandness, is said to be one of the loftiest mosques during the
Mughal regime. The motifs which decorate the gateway and the prayer hall indicate the
influx of Western influences during Aurangzeb'’s reign.

Besides palaces and mosques, royal tombs in Lahore are also interasting.
Inasmuch as Jahangir's tomb comprises only the wide-spread base and minarets, this
is one of the most peculiar examples of architecture in the Indian subcontinent,
indicating the arthodox Islamic belief which says that one's grave should be exposed to
the open-sky. The nearby Asif Khan’s tomb, previously ornamented with yellow tiles, is
unfortunately in ruin after it was destroyed by the troop of Ranijit Singh, an emperor of
the later Sikh Empire.




