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Though the author, Bunchar Pongpanich, is accused of being outdated,
he states at the end of the book that his aim in collecting beads was not to
serve his own interests, but to save the beads for future research. Following
his great teacher, Buddhadasa, the author presents his attempts at
archaeological research on his beads (found in Southern Thailand) to be for
the purpose of destroying “self”. Thus, this book is his first proposal in raising
public consciousness concerning participation in bead management.

Matichon Publishing House described Beyond Beads as a type of
documentary. After reading it thoroughly, | found this very readable book to be
a suitable academic report for any group connected with archaeology, history,
anthropology, community development or other related disciplines.

Beyond Beads is organized into five chapters. Chapter 1 presents the
background and intention of this study. A description of the scientific research
process used can be found in chapter 2, where results of bead classification
and identification, based on types of raw material and their physical features,
are also given. Large numbers of Thai names, unfamiliar to professional
archaeologists, are used to name or group the beads illustrated in this book
such as ; Indian Face or Suryathep, Lukpat Ta Takuapa and Luk Yor Chaiya.
These names have been used for a few decades by bead looters, collectors
and antique dealers. A weak point in this chapter is the incomplete presentation
of bead types following the auspicious symbols. | feel the author could have

endeavored to search out the ‘noble meanings’ of these bead groups. However,
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his (only) partial empiricism does not, in the author's opinion, outweigh the
benefits of publishing his findings. Chapter 3 provides information on key bead
sites in Southern Thailand, including details on; Khao Sam Kaew and Tha
Chana in Chumpon Province, Laem Pho—Chaiya in Suratthani Province, Takua
Pa, Phukhao Thong, Bang Kluay and Bang Ro—Khuraburi in Phang Nga
Province and Khuan Lukpat—Khlong Tom in Krabi Province. Chapter 4 maintains
Beyond Beads’ easy—to—-read format and presents an archaeological report
explaining the descriptive and comparative analysis of all types of beads. It
also proposes ideas on the development of beads, production technology,
provenances, resources, raw materials, dating and trades. The chapter ends
with the interpretation of cultural meanings related to values, beliefs and other
religious aspects. An interesting archaeological point | picked out of this book
was that some types of beads dated back to between the 1% and 10"
centuries A.D.

Unfortunately, according to my understanding of the views of professional
and traditional archaeologists, most of the research results presented in this
book could be considered of limited worth since the beads illustrated were
collected from looting, rather than approved scientific study and excavation.

Overall, Beyond Beads is worth digesting. From my point of view, this
is an influential book among professional and amateur archaeologists alike.
It provides appropriate strategies for other bead collectors to adopt when
presenting themselves to the public or when participating in bead management

for public benefit. | recommend this book.
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