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The Politics of Number:

Collecting, List Making, Measuring and Cataloging
of Buddha Images from the North of Bangkok

in the Period of State Building

2317950 uqUe*
Wirawan Naruepiti

* unpuidudiunileinerinussedudinarfavmansumdaudiin a1viv
UsgIhmans anrRaumans sminerdosssumans neil as3agn fsguns idue1ansd
fivsnw

= inAnwsyauUSaeiln avivuseiRmans auzRadans uming18usssumans



De
o)
oo
®

Umn

unANuiifignUszasilunisesunemnnisal uazgUuUTEINISIAY
sunwingluasioivniadl 1 Anssusamszymsguaniudios glusie
7395 assalan oesen anys uUseRvgull s danssnninadinansy
(Salns) sreausuIL 1,248 09

wnnsaifananidalifdlalianuaulatuiiunmesy fRmans
wntin MnvEngIuIUsE Rmandtlidiuin swdnldtinsdnsidod
wszwnsgUienliesaziden todunsimumenlismihlunisesnuuy
sufoamszgluan suifomszaviaid uagnsgimsiiesine Welusius
wsznvsgUanslefandnunUsiugiuiinszszioduining

unAnutuilFesmsthauet wmnsalfnaridumensaliidy
idesnnifudmilwesiinmsiiddylunsaiisngeinulnduns lneyana
Tusrediinumai 1 Areudnedimmduszuu wiiFesesnisinnising
Tumau Wulddahsuunsiamsfindniifanudutusesdlnddaiy
WWIARLUNTUTMTTIUNSVRISTLUEAaT 9N Teshulnduns

o

1dfiny: MUy, wigwnsgy, TaNsElRIY, NIIIUTIY, N5aTesy

Do

122 | ool



Abstract

This article is a historical narrative of the event where the royal
court of King Rama | collected 1,248 images of the Buddha from the
provincial towns of Sukhothai, Pijit, Sawankalok, Ayutthaya and Lopburi
to be displayed in Wat Phrachetuphon (Wat Pho), Bangkok, in 1794.

This case suggests that the royal court had a new methodology
for arranging the Buddha images in the gallery in Wat Pho for political
reasons.

As a result of this study we can see that the collecting of Buddha
images for Wat Pho was an important event in the building of Bangkok
into the religious capital of Thailand during that time period. We can
also see that King Rama | had established his own dynasty and claimed
the throne by giving precedence to religious actions. Finally, we can
see that the methodology of management, collecting and cataloging
of Buddha images shows that the Royal elite of King Rama | had used
their new methodology in state building.

Keywords: Listing, Buddha Image, Wat Phrachetuphon, Collecting, State building
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