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Chan Asdaphanorn: Its Relation with the Kings
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Abstract

This research article aims to study Chan Asdaphanorn, which is
a category of proverbs in Wat Prachetuphon stone inscriptions. The
contents consist of morals and good behaviors of men, women, officials
and the ruling classes.

Chan Asdaphanorn also contains the good features of the
king, which includes the knowledge of integrity. In addition, Chan
Asdaphanorn is also associated with the royal sword, Asdaphanorn, which
was made during King Rama llI’s reign. An eight-monkey figure is carved
on the sword. The royal sword is named after the Chan Asdaphanorn
and is used in coronations as a symbol of kingship. The meaning behind
Chan Asdaphanorn and the sword is that the Monarch must have
knowledge of ethics. Chan Asdaphanorn and the Asdaphanorn sword
have a related theme: that kingship is endowed with power, wisdom,
abilities and manners of a magnificent King.

Keywords: Chan Asdaphanorn, Royal Sword Asdaphanorn, Relation with the Kings,
Wat Phrachetuphon (Wat Pho) inscriptions
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